Pat: Why did the chicken cross the road?
Chris: I give up.
Pat: To get to the other side
Sounds - Context – Sense - Meaning - Order of words – Conventions- Cultural knowledge
What is the object of study for Linguistics? 

Language as a Formal System 
Language as a Human Phenomenon
Language as a Social Phenomenon
MORPHOLOGY
Maybe in order to understand mankind, we have to look at the word itself. Mankind. Basically, it’s made up of two separate words--“mank” and “ind.” What do these words mean? It’s a mystery, and that’s why so is mankind. --Jack Handey, Deeper Thoughts
SYNTAX

The woman will sit on the chair.
Which chair will the woman sit on? 
On which chair will the woman sit?
*The woman will sit the chair on.
The general will urge on the troops. 
Which troops will the general urge on? 

*On which troops will the general urge? 
The general will urge the troops on.
SEMANTICS
I didn’t tell her that Mary was very smart vs I didn’t tell her mother that Mary was very smart. 

She didn’t say that Mary left. vs She didn’t regret that Mary left. 
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PRAGMATICS
Can you close the window? 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
HISTORICAL LINGUISTICS: variations in time
SOCIOLINGUISTICS: variations (in register, accents, dialects, pidgins, creoles, Ebonics…)
