What is Gender-Biased Language? Source: www.gcic.peachnet.edu, by Marvin Schrader 

Gender bias (discrimination by members of one gender against the other, especially by males against females) is built into English. Rules of grammar dictate that we use masculine pronouns (he, his, him, himself) whenever a singular referent is required and we don't know the gender of the person we're talking about. […] Precision in what we write and edit begins with an awareness of the gender biases that exist in English as it is commonly used. Ideally, gender-biased words and implications will stand out immediately to the sensitive editor/writer. 

Don't use masculine pronouns (he, his, him, himself) generically. Use such a word to refer to a specific man.

Use plural pronouns.

Rewrite the sentence to eliminate pronouns. 

Use the genderless "one," "person," and "individual."

Use the indefinite article "the" when a possessive pronoun is needed. 

When a pronoun is required, use the all-inclusive "he or she" or "her or him." When you use this construction, use the alphabetical arrangement. 

Wherever possible, use substitutions for words that begin or end with "man." 

Chairman


Manpower


Workman


Businessman


Realestate man


Insurance man


Statesman


Mankind


Salesman


Congressman


Foreman


Craftsman


Fireman


Mailman


Cameraman


Man


The Greatest Gift

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails […] And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor. 13:4-8, 13)

Exercise 1 Match the words with a definition or synonym(s). 

____
1. Against the odds
A. a large number of prople or things, coming to a particular place

____
2. coffers
B. to be suddenly reduced to a much lower level

____
3. fraught
C. to understand something complicated by thinking about it for a ling time

____
4. influx
D. in spite of the difficulties or conditions that make success unlikely

____
5. spouse
E. to start a new project or a difficult activity

____
6. to cohabit 
F. to not approve of something

____
7. to embark on
G. a husband or wife 

____
8. to frown upon
H. to live together and have sexual relationship without being married

____
9. to slump
I. the supply of money that an organization has available to spend 

____
10. to unravel
J. very worried and with a lot of problems

Exercise 2 Use the words from the box to complete the expressions. Translate the expressions.

influx
iniquity
decline
embark on
rejoice

discord
reveal
unravel
resurrect
divorce

1. an ____ of tourists, visitors 

2. to ___a tangle, a mystery

3. to ___ on a military adventure, an enterprise, a program

4. lost in ___; a den of ___

5. ___decree; ____rate

6. ___in output; ___ in sales

7. to arouse, generate, stir up ____; to spread ____ ; domestic, family ____

8. to ______ a secret; to ___ one’s thoughts to somebody; to _____ oneself

9. ____ over a victory, ____ at somebody’s success, ____ in the humiliation of others

10. to _____ the idea, an old custom; to _____ from the grave

Exercise 3 Use the words from the box below to complete the following sentences. Translate the sentences.

rejoice
against the grain  
unravel
fraught
discord

resurrect
spouse
iniquity
divorce
frown upon

1. The joint pension continues at 60% after the death of either ________.

2. Little by little, I ______ my knotted thoughts.

3. He _____ at seeing the children happily frisking about.

4. I'm still black and blue from my _____.

5. The government _____ any waste of taxpayers' money.

6. A system of ethics so much _____ as that of the Gospel.

7. The opinion that the speaker has just expressed _____ with the principles of this society

8. After she heard the new plan of development, her hopes ______.

9. Sophie sounded a bit _____ on the phone.

10. The Church Courts were a byword for _____ in every country in Europe

What is Gender-Biased Language? Source: www.gcic.peachnet.edu, by Marvin Schrader 

Gender bias (discrimination by members of one gender against the other, especially by males against females) is built into English. Rules of grammar dictate that we use masculine pronouns (he, his, him, himself) whenever a singular referent is required and we don't know the gender of the person we're talking about. […] Precision in what we write and edit begins with an awareness of the gender biases that exist in English as it is commonly used. Ideally, gender-biased words and implications will stand out immediately to the sensitive editor/writer. 

Don't use masculine pronouns (he, his, him, himself) generically. Use such a word to refer to a specific man.

Use plural pronouns.

Biased: A student is responsible for his own schedule. 

Recast: Students are responsible for their own schedules.

Rewrite the sentence to eliminate pronouns. 

Biased: A business executive plans his speeches carefully as he knows his words will be carefully noted by subordinates.

Recast: A business executive plans speeches carefully, knowing they will be carefully noted by subordinates.

Use the genderless "one," "person," and "individual."

Biased: A summer intern is enthusiastic. He appreciates the importance of work experience. 
Recast: A summer intern is enthusiastic, a person who appreciates the importance of work experience.

Use the indefinite article "the" when a possessive pronoun is needed. 

Biased: An employee regards his performance review with some trepidation. 

Recast: An employee regards the performance review with some trepidation.

When a pronoun is required, use the all-inclusive "he or she" or "her or him." When you use this construction, use the alphabetical arrangement. 

Biased: A public servant has a large responsibility to his constituents. He must keep himself fully informed. 

Recast: A public servant has a large responsibility to constituents. He or she must keep fully informed. 

Wherever possible, use substitutions for words that begin or end with "man." 

Chairman
chairperson, chair, presiding officer, head

Manpower
workforce, workers, employees, human power, human energy

Workman
worker

Businessman
business person, business executive, business managers

Realestate man
realtor, real estate agent

Insurance man
insurance agent

Statesman
leader, public servant

Mankind
humanity, human race, human beings, people

Salesman
salesperson, sales worker, sales representative, sales clerk

Congressman
member of Congress, representative

Foreman
supervisor

Craftsman
craftsperson

Fireman
firefighter

Mailman
mailcarrier, letter carrier

Cameraman
camera operator

Man
humans, persons, people



Omit the use of the word "girl." Many women and men find this term offensive. Call females over the age of 18 "women," not "girls," "gals," or "ladies."  

Use parallel terms for women and men. Use "men and women," "ladies and gentlemen," "girls and boys," "husband and wife," (not "man and wife"). Use "ladies" only when men are being referred to as "gentlemen." And don't call women "wives" and "mothers" unless you are calling men "husbands" and "fathers." 

Avoid using "feminine" or "woman" as modifiers. Saying a person is a "woman lawyer" or a "woman tennis player" implies that she is an exception to the rule. The same applies to terms like "male nurse" and "career girl." The term "feminine logic" illustrates the most negatively biased use of the modifier tactic since it implies lack of logic. Similarly, avoid the use of biased terms like "mannish," "womanish," and "effeminate" and the use of trivializing terms like "poetess," "usherette," and "libber."

Omit salutations in correspondence when in doubt. When you have no knowledge of who will receive a letter, use no salutation rather than "Dear Sir" or "Gentlemen." (Another possibility is to use "Dear People" or "Gentlepersons." 

The Greatest Gift

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails […] And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” (1 Cor. 13:4-8, 13)

Follow-up Activities: Vocabulary in action

Exercise 1 Match the words with a definition or synonym(s). 

____
11. Against the odds
K. a large number of prople or things, coming to a particular place

____
12. coffers
L. to be suddenly reduced to a much lower level

____
13. fraught
M. to understand something complicated by thinking about it for a ling time

____
14. influx
N. in spite of the difficulties or conditions that make success unlikely

____
15. spouse
O. to start a new project or a difficult activity

____
16. to cohabit 
P. to not approve of something

____
17. to embark on
Q. a husband or wife 

____
18. to frown upon
R. to live together and have sexual relationship without being married

____
19. to slump
S. the supply of money that an organization has available to spend 

____
20. to unravel
T. very worried and with a lot of problems

Exercise 2 Use the words from the box to complete the expressions. Translate the expressions.

influx
iniquity
decline
embark on
rejoice

discord
reveal
unravel
resurrect
divorce

11. an ____ of tourists, visitors 

12. to ___a tangle, a mystery

13. to ___ on a military adventure, an enterprise, a program

14. lost in ___; a den of ___

15. ___decree; ____rate

16. ___in output; ___ in sales

17. to arouse, generate, stir up ____; to spread ____ ; domestic, family ____

18. to ______ a secret; to ___ one’s thoughts to somebody; to _____ oneself

19. ____ over a victory, ____ at somebody’s success, ____ in the humiliation of others

20. to _____ the idea, an old custom; to _____ from the grave

Exercise 3 Use the words from the box below to complete the following sentences. Translate the sentences.

rejoice
against the grain  
unravel
fraught
discord

resurrect
spouse
iniquity
divorce
frown upon

11. The joint pension continues at 60% after the death of either ________.

12. Little by little, I ______ my knotted thoughts.

13. He _____ at seeing the children happily frisking about.

14. I'm still black and blue from my _____.

15. The government _____ any waste of taxpayers' money.

16. A system of ethics so much _____ as that of the Gospel.

17. The opinion that the speaker has just expressed _____ with the principles of this society

18. After she heard the new plan of development, her hopes ______.

19. Sophie sounded a bit _____ on the phone.

20. The Church Courts were a byword for _____ in every country in Europe

